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How much is enough?

I heard this story on business news the other night: novelists Kurt Vonnegut and Joseph Heller were at a party thrown
by a Wall Street billionaire. They are sipping their wine, looking at the Monet over the fireplace, and Vonnegut says to
Heller, “Joe, how does it make you feel to know that our host only yesterday may have made more money than your
novel 'Catch-22' has earned in its entire history?" And Heller says, "But I've got something he can never have." And
Vonnegut says, "What on earth could that be, Joe?" To which Heller says, "The knowledge that I've got enough."

God rest these souls, fine scribes both, worthy of every laugh and sigh they engender. Requiescat in pace, and oh, oh,
how I love to stroll the Impressionist galleries of the Chicago Art Institute, Le Louvre, a goal.

But I would, if I could, bring back Joe Heller, and make him county executive or county board chair. And if I could
bring him back, I’d clone him, and set him on the city council and school board both. Those legislative bodies suffer a
scarcity, a paucity, a dearth of folks who get what ‘enough’ means. What a stretch the notion of “pitching in” that expe-
rience of World War II generations past, would present these elective mandarins.

It afflicts us all, this ignorance of ‘enough.” I know not a soul who doesn’t want more of something, be it book-bound
Oliver Twist eternally begging, ---*“Please, sir, may I have some more?” --- or legendary Warren Buffet hunting for the
next billion so he can pay the higher taxes, pleading of Congress — “I think we need to ... take a little more out of the
hides of guys like me." PULLEEZE!

I’d like more fiscal hawks in charge of government. Note: Real fiscal hawks would not be willing to stand for office, too
much BS in politics, too many tics in politics. This is a real scarcity in commodity; however, as many, I decline to put
my neck on the line again. My 1990’s school board and Twenty-aught County Supervisor elective forays years back,
lent confirmation for the sacrosanct condition of incumbency. Some example I have set, sheesh!

Maybe I’'m tilting at windmills, but if we could get just one, just one, board member to say, “We’ve got enough,” and
vote NO for any increase. Even if it were a compulsion, a reflex, like laughter, someone who just says “NO!” then
maybe, maybe, it would catch on.

I'm tired. You’'re tired. We’re all tired of the ever-rising tax bill, the ever-stifling gridlock. When has it last gone
down, when has something truly meaningful and transforming last been done? And every time it goes up, we say we’ve
had enough, yet we re-elect another board that raise the bill again, knowing the historical veracity of our “enough.”

Where is your wall? I’ve reached mine. The next board member, council member, state rep or senator who votes for
any tax increase, it could be my best friend, but I am voting them out. I’ll waste a vote on a write-in, if I have to, but
that person will not get my vote. And if they vote NO, well, send their campaign $20 and wear their t-shirt to work. I
urge you to do the same.

Carrot and stick; it works for horses. Maybe we can disprove the old axiom, maybe there are more horses than horses’
asses, but that wholly depends whether you think being half-assed is worse than having no cheeks at all. What have we

got to lose?
Lichoard Parine, President

The BROWN COUNTY TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION

Promoting Fiscal Responsibility in Government




The TAX TIMES - August, 2008

A Less than Neighborly Neighbor...

How would your local government handle an adjacent pri-
vate (tribal) government intent on acquiring your land base, and
overpowering the government you elect? How comfortable would
you be if a co-located tribal government whose enrolled residents are
few, were ramping up its law enforcement, public safety and new
judicial systems to co-mingle or overwhelm the same systems of the
government you elect?

And how about this same neighboring tribal government
sending paid staff for years to attend every single public meeting,
and next day sending staff into the local government demanding
every available public record, to then assign additional tribal staff to
strategtze tactics to obstruct the projects and services your local gov-
ernment tries to provide its residents?

The Village of Hobart (pop. 5,600) is located in Brown
County, WI ,adjacent to the City of Green Bay. The Village is a high
quality "bedroom community" with very little commercial activity.
Residents have invested in home property in good faith assuming
property taxes and municipal services would be comparable to other
locations. Their local general-purpose government employs 15 full-
time employees governed by a 5-member Board of Trustees with a
meager 3.7 million dollar annual budget with the duty to protect the
general welfare and public safety of a 33-square mile municipality.

The Village is co-located within the historical boundaries
of the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin (OTI). The tribe's an-
nual operating budget is 527 million dollars, including its casinos
and other profit centers such as the 7-Generations Corporation. The
OTI is one of the largest employers in Brown County, and perhaps
the State of Wisconsin.

Federal law permits Indian tribes to purchase non-tribal
land at their discretion and place it in trust exempt from local prop-
erty taxes. Over recent years, the OTI has accomplished an aggres-
sive land acquisition program, acquiring 32% of the Village's taxable
property. Currently 11% of land in Hobart has been placed into fed-
eral trust and removed from the tax rolls. The remaining tribally
owned fee land is also packaged for placement into federal trust.

The issue for the Village of Hobart relying upon property
tax revenue is to find alternative sources of revenue to sustain the
Village's municipal services. The first strategy determined was the
formation of a 490-acre business-industrial park in 2001. The Vil-
lage expended over 3 million dollars for roads and infrastructure.
The tribe's response to this Village effort was to quietly purchase
more than 75% of the land within this park. Whenever land subject
to property tax is removed from tax rolls, it means that remaining
property must make up the difference in valuation. Municipal ex-
penses will remain the same regardless.

The tribe informed the Village that it would not develop
the land it acquired within the new Industrial park. This was a blow
to a substantial effort expended by the Village. In January 2003 the
Village filed an action for declaratory relief in state court to resolve
the jurisdictional dispute.

As a next alternative, the Village invested 6 million dollars
to acquire 300 acres to create a commercial area along Highway 29
that is its northern boundary. The Village has fewer than 30 busi-
nesses and no downtown core, so a Village commercial center would
greatly assist consumer and professional needs of its residents as well

as offset continuous erosion of property tax from tribal acquisitions.

About the time the ink dried on the acquired Village prop-
erty, the tribe purchased for over 3.1 million dollars, a 17-acre, L-
shaped unbuildable "strip parcel" that blocked the Village's ability to
bring infrastructure to the 300 acres they had just acquired. The tribe
paid 15 to 18 times the actual market value of an acre of farmland for
this narrow, L-shaped strip of land. Since the "spite strip" was fee land
the Village determined to pursue easements and condemnation to get
its sewer line across the 60-foot strip to its 300-acre investment.

In response to the Village's action, in December 2006 the
tribe filed suit against the Village in Federal District Court, even as
the State Court action was unresolved and subsequently stayed,
pending the federal court decision.

In a March 1.2, 2008 meeting with Carl Artman at BIA
headquarters in Washington, D.C., Artman, then Assistant Secretary
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs informed the Hobart Village Admin-
istrator and Public Policy Director of Focus On The Family that
"IGRA (the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988) is not just about
gambling; it's not just about commercial; it's about governmental
jurisdiction." There is no better illustration of Mr. Artman's state-
ment than the aggressive and incessant actions of his own tribe in
which he is a member, the Oneida Tribe of Indians' against the Vil-
lage of Hobart.

On March 28, 2008 Judge William Griesbach ruled in
Oneida Tribe of Indians v. Village of Hobart (Case. No. 06-C-1302)
in the Eastern District of Federal Court, the following:

"...I conclude that fee land within the original boundaries of the
Tribe's reservation which was allotted pursuant to federal law, transferred
to third parties, and subsequently acquired by the Tribe in fee simple on the
open market, is subject to the Village's power of eminent domain. In addi-
tion I conclude that the land is subject to special assessments levied against
the property for improvements that specially benefit it. ... The clerk is di-
rected to enter final judgment in the favor of the Village setting froth the
court's determination that the Village of Hobart has condemnation, special
assessment and taxation authority over lands purchased in fee by the
Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, in accordance with Wisconsin law,
unless and until the Tribe's application to place such land in trust pursuant
to 25 U.S.C. § 465 is granted."

Judge Griesbach's ruling was not appealed by the Oneida
Tribe of Indians. The Village and the tribe now have clarification
that the tribal government controls its trust land, and fee land within
the municipal boundary is under the regulatory authority of the Vil-
lage, including fee land owned by the tribal government or individ-
ual tribal members. This does not stop the tribe's land acquisition
campaign to overtake and economically undermine the local general-
purpose government. It does, however, provide some temporary re-
lief that allows the Village to find alternative sources of revenue to
sustain itself in the future, and to defend itself against ongoing oppo-
sition and obstruction from its neighbor.

To its credit, and in spite of substantial litigation expenses,
the Village of Hobart has managed its municipal budget over the
years in a manner that qualifies the Village for the unusual status of a
Standard and Poors A+ rating. The elected Board of Trustees and
small but dedicated and enduring staff at the Village deserve high
accolades for using limited resources strategically to defend against
the OT1's enormous funds and political clout that places public serv-
ices and quality of life in a wonderful community, always in its
crosshairs. Elaine Willman - Administrator, Village of Hobart, WI
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Just Send It All In.

Wisconsin Way, a new organization with the catchy name, is coming to a city
near you to talk about our high property taxes. They say they are asking all of us what
we think about services funded by property taxes. Like many organizations they have a
stated agenda and a hidden agenda.

Three of the four organizations are heavily supported by property tax payers,
Wisconsin Education Association Council (WEAC), the state’s teachers’ union, Wiscon-
sin Counties Association (WCA), represents our 72 counties, and Wisconsin Transporta-
tion Builder’s Association (WTBA), represents road builders, have joined the Wiscon-
sin Realtors Association (WRA) and a hired public relations firm to find “a fair and eq-
uitable way to maintain the quality of life in Wisconsin.” Translation: how do we get
more money to spend—and get this additional money from sources other than property
taxpayers?

Wisconsin Way is sponsoring public meetings across the state, to engage Wis-
consin citizens in a “constructive, solution-oriented conversation about what we can do
to make Wisconsin taxes fairer and reduce the property tax burden without sacrificing
the quality of public services that have made Wisconsin a special place to live and
work.” ‘Fairer’ is a code word for someone else should pay more taxes, so I can pay less
tax.

WEAC, WCA, and WTBA are unlikely to concede that our tax burden is too
high. The Realtor’s Association has joined this alliance because property taxes affect the
affordability of owning our own homes. (Hopefully, the Realtor’s Association hasn’t
made a deal with the tax-spending devil.) Tax spenders have a strong interest in keeping
the flow of tax dollars growing...and little incentive to reduce the costs of services or
increase productivity as long as the flow of dollars grows fast enough. One way or an-
other, we will pay, whether from our property tax pocket, our sales tax pocket, our in-
come tax pocket, or our business tax pocket (they just build it into the cost of their prod-
uct or service) or some brand new tax.

While you may want to attend one of their meetings I bet controlling spending
won’t be on their agenda. Let me know if I am wrong. My prediction is that their final
report, after holding meetings all over the state, will conclude that shifting taxes, proba-
bly to the sales tax, some new tax or maybe businesses, is the way to go. This group of
spenders (Realtors respectfully excepted) has no real interest in allowing only so much
growth in tax and spending.

WEAC, WCA and WTBA were all strident opponents of the Taxpayer Bill of
Rights that I introduced in this and previous sessions. This Bill of Rights will allow
spending growth of inflation plus population growth or new building growth, unless a
majority of voters allow more by referendum. Currently school districts have allowable
spending growth limits—that is why we get to vote on new schools and large school
spending increases. The polls come back, time and again, with over 70% approval rat-
ings of the voters.

Three out of four of these organizations want to grow spending faster than our
paychecks grow. Educating our kids, having good roads and county government serv-
ices are important. How much and how fast the cost of these services grow is a question
we should ask the bill payers, the voters.

It will be interesting to watch this alliance and their sessions unfold. A couple
of years ago, the Governor convened a Blue Ribbon Committee to look into this funding
issue on behalf of schools. This group floated an increase in the sales tax to reduce our
property taxes. Sixty per cent disapproved of this scheme because they understood that
this was just another way to extract more money from us taxpayers.

Rather than finding new ways to fund these services, at ever increasing levels,
we need to find ways to control the growth of spending and increase the efficient use of
current money. Ways for the private sector to grow faster than the government sector.
This is the only way, you and I can keep more of our paychecks, instead of less.

It will be interesting to see what they come up with and whether my predictions
are correct. Rep. Frank G. Lasee

National Debt Update.

Of all the problems facing the
next President of the United States, one
that has been ignored so far in the cam-
paign is what to do about the National
Debt. Like it will go away by itself.

As of August 1, 2008, the debt
had grown to $9,591,100,618,661.27.
That’s an increase of about 196 Billion
since we last reported the first of June.

If we all returned our refund
checks, the per capita national debt
would still increase by about $1,640.00.
Figure that one out.

In the meantime, our generous
and well meaning Congress keeps com-
ing up with more good ideas like another
rebate to cover the high cost of gasoline
for “working” families. Bailing out peo-
ple unable to pay their mortgages. In-
creased unemployment benefits, and just
about every government handout you
can imagine. This is an election year.

Congress has been unable to
make hard choices regarding spending,
It is creating a dangerous situation. Oil
producing nations, plus China now hold
about half of the U.S. outstanding debt.
This largely due to the balance of trade
and our dependence on foreign oil
through the years.

Also, the national debt is the
total of money borrowed but not repaid t
through the years, and does not include
liabilities for Social Security, etc. JF

“You can fool some of the people
all of the time, and those are the
people you need to concentrate
on.”

. . . Robert Strauss

Articles and views appearing in the
“TAX TIMES” do not necessarily
represent the official position of the
Brown County Taxpayers
Association. We want to encourage
discussion and input on current
issues of taxpayer interest and invite
your comments or articles suitable
for future “TAX TIMES.” Please

send them to the BCTA, P.O. Box
684, Green Bay, WI 54305-0684, or
call Jim Frink at 336-6410.

E-Mail Frink@ExecPC.Com.
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Can Congress Solve
The Energy Problem?

The sudden and dramatic increase
in the price of energy brings to mind an old
story about the man consulting with his doc-
tor The doctor told him he had both good
and bad news to give him.

When asked for the good news the
doctor told the man he only had about four
months to live. Although in a state of shock,
the patient asked him what the bad news
was. The doctor replied, “I forgot to tell you
that when you were in for your last checkup
two months ago.”

That is similar to what is happening
to the world’s energy supply. We have
known for years that increased world usage
and dwindling reserves were going to cross
paths and create problems. Perhaps that time
has arrived, further complicated by political
pressures and complex market manipulating
beyond our control. Prices of most every-
thing we buy or use have risen dramatically as
aresult. It also shows the potential of becom-
ing a huge taxpayer problem at all levels

Since this is an election year politi-
cians are exploiting the situation to their ad-
vantage. Unless hot air is the answer is the
answer Congress is happier with debating
the problem than finding a solution. It
would seem more appropriate to work to-
gether sorting out the facts so as to work out
mutually acceptable and workable solutions
rather than trying to blame the other guy.
We’re talking about our future.

There seems to be a mentality
among us that petroleum reserves are infinite
and there for the taking. Our leaders talk of
increasing domestic production to become
independent of foreign sources. Gov. Doyle
talks of making Wisconsin the Saudi Arabia
of the Midwest by subsidizing ethanol pro-
duction from the same corn that formerly fed
our livestock and is used as a by-product in
many of our grocery items.

It has been left up to Congress and
the President to take responsibility. So far
the best we have seen is a resolution by rep-
resentative Kagen to send a team of lawyers
out to sue OPEC over the price of crude oil
and pictures of President Bush shaking
hands with Saudi leaders. Unfortunately the
problem will not go away by itself.

During the 1940’s we were told
that known petroleum reserves were suffi-
cient to last another 30-40 years. Even

though world usage since that era increased
much faster than anticipated, new oil dis-
coveries and technology have kept known
reserves at a reasonable level.

This is no longer the case. Al-
though estimates vary, experts claim that
about 65-70% of the worlds oil supply has
already been depleted. In the meantime we
have built an economy entirely dependent
on the extravagant use of gas and oil, with
very few feasible alternatives. The num-
bers are rather staggering.

The U.S. Government’s Energy
Information Administration ~ estimates re-
maining world oil reserves at about 1.3 tril-
lion barrels, give or take a few billion. Much of
this is becoming more difficult to extract and
most of it is controlled by governments not nec-
essarily sympathetic with our problems and
NASCAR inspired way of life.

Of the total reserves, only about 2%
is in the United States, and about 5% in the U.S.,
Canada and Mexico combined.. This includes
all proven reserves whether developed or not.
The CIA estimates present world usage at
about 82-85 miillion barrels per day.
Assuming these numbers remained con-
stant and every known drop of oil could
be extracted from the ground this could
last about 30 years. Great! What hap-
pens after that?

The United States currently con-
sumes about 25% of the worlds daily usage.
Most of this is imported, but we are also de-
pleting our own reserves much faster than
most other countries. Not a good situation..

How much oil is the world con-
suming each day? Imagine every person at a
packed Lambeau Field, including players,
workers, and the band, plus full houses at the
Resch Center and Brown County Arena
which should be about 84,000 people. Line
everybody up 2 feet apart which would make
a line along highway 41 to the other side of
Appleton someplace.

While it might take a little space,
behind each person stack exactly 1,000 42-
gallon barrels of oil, and you get an idea of
the problem, (84,000 x 1,000 = 84,000,000. ) and
you get an idea of how much energy the
world uses each and every day. In the U.S.
in amounts to about 3 gallons per capita.

While our leaders talk about re-
newable resources and drilling for oil some-
place else here to become independent. it
would take a massive amount of ethanol or
bio-diesel to make much difference.

What to do? It appears that next
years Congress may have to tackle the prob-
lem, after they get done running for re-election
and blaming their opponents for causing the
problem in the first place.

Remember it was Congress who set
the standards of vehicle MPG fuel usage that
exempted trucks and SUVs. Now they tell us
that yes, we should develop more energy but
since it would take too long we should do
something else which they will think of after
the election. They may also have to recon-
sider certain environmental restrictions and
learn to cooperate rather than fight with oil
companies and industry. First they have to
learn to agree with themselves as our exis-
tence as a country may be at stake.

Some of the “solutions” up for con-
sideration include using are strategic reserve
to show our independence and cut pump
prices. This would be absolutely crazy as the
reserve is also necessary for national defense
and wouldn’t last that long anyway.

Next we hear of more drilling and
developing our own resources. Even the
proven reserves we have offshore and in
Alaska would not last too many years if our
foreign imports were reduced. A large por-
tion of our reserves is in the form of oil
sands and shale which will require unproven
extraction methods. We just plain use too
much!  We definitely agree that our re-
sources should be developed and utilized,
but certainly not depleted at a rate that does
not compromise our children’s future.

While we are all concerned with
conserving the environment. It seems
though that some environmental concerns
have taken precedent over conservation of
basic resources. Examples of some of the
other ‘feel good” ideas being touted include
ethanol made from corn or other crops.

While this cannot be written off
completely, the results so far have been a
product that depends heavily on other energy
sources to produce, diverting corn to ethanol
production has created shortages used for
animal feed, plus raising the price of many
other food staples. Recent floods and other
weather problems can cause supply prob-
lems. A recently identified “dead spot” in
the Gulf of Mexico the size of Massachusetts
has been blamed on excessive fertilizer used
to produce more corn for ethanol production
being washed down the Mississippi River.

Electric cars are a possibility but
electricity also takes energy to generate. In
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addition to transportation, fuel oil is also used for heat and generate much of the
countries electricity. In addition our electric generating capacity is also at full ca-
pacity. Here again we have problems. Environmentalists oppose coal plants
because they are considered dirty. Nuclear plants are too dangerous. Hydro
power is nice because it is self sufficient, but takes too much real estate and inter-
feres with wildlife. Coal and natural gas are also non-renewable and in limited
supply. Some states have already mandated the us of energy saving fluorescent
light bulbs. This can be difficult to explain when other people use air conditioners
cooling a 14-room house to 68 degrees or recharge their electric automobiles.

Other suggested replacements for oil also have roadblock problems, often re-
lated to environmental concerns. Wind turbines have some promise, but neigh-
bors complain about the noise. There have been reports of hundreds of thousands
of migrating birds being killed when they fly into the towers at night. Not good.

Solar panels, thermal heat, bio-diesel and who knows what have been
suggested as energy sources but have yet to be proven as being practical.

One of the more promising sources of energy has been hydrogen. Our
most abundant element. Properly formulated it can be used in place of gasoline.
One problem is that what we use now is being extracted from natural gas which is
also in limited supply, And storage and handling details have yet to be perfected.
It would be nice if someone could develop a method of extracting hydrogen from
water right in the same power plant that would use it to generate electricity. There
are many possibilities.

Other sources include a form of algae which can be refined into fuel.
We see solar panels here and there but they won’t make airplanes fly. Someone
even claims to have developed energy from chemicals found in the air but that
also will probably take a little work. Unfortunately nothing works as well as gaso-
line and fuel oil.

What should Congress with all its wisdom do? Playing games with big
oil and OPEC is not the answer. What it takes is a massive cooperative scientific
effort to analyze the problem, sort out the facts, consider all ideas good or bad,
promote research and development and come up solutions.

It should be approached on a non-partisan basis and include scientists,
oil and transportation experts, financial, agricultural and manufacturing experts
and even environmental concerns. This approach worked during WWII to de-
velop the atomic bomb and after the war to put a man on the moon.

As mentioned before this has the potential for creating huge taxpayer
problems. We will get our first shock this fall as next years local and school
budgets are prepared and announced.

The cost of heating public buildings was a big item last year and will no
doubt be higher this year. The cost of gas for school busies will have to be ad-
dressed, along with fuel for snow plows, police cars, fire trucks and garbage col-
lection. The cost of and funds for highway construction are already a big state
problem and operating construction equipment and the cost of asphalt will be
enormous. Remember the costs of labor and benefits also are going up.

People are already facing hardships due to the cost of energy, and we
can be sure our politicians in an election year will be anxious to help those in need
with more of our money. We already subsidize heating and food costs for those
making less than a certain amount.

Whatever the future holds, it is obvious that some changes in our con-
sumption habits will occur. As alternate energy sources are developed, equipment
that can use it will have to be adopted and put on line. Large consumers such as
automobiles, trucks, power plants and airlines will have to make changes.

It is important that our focus be on the future as well as the present. It is
obvious that despite what we are being told by some of our candidates, it will still
take longer to develop new energy sources than to stretch out what we presently
have available. A lotlonger. Development of resources plus conservation should
take precedence over politics and greed. Jim Frink - BCTA

Energy Independence, and
Rational Thought.

Several years ago I was involved in some oil
well operations in Southern Illinois, and can personally
attest to the great advances made in oil exploration and
pumping operations since that time. Unfortunately it
seems there is a gross lack of intelligence about the sub-
ject of oil reserves and production.

We hear a lot about ANWR (Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge) and oil reserves, but I doubt
most people know what it is except for a lot of po-
litical rhetoric. ~The reserve was created by Con-
gress in 1960, and expanded in 1980-83 to its pres-
ent size of 30,625 sq. miles. This is an area about
half of the size of Wisconsin. The state of Alaska is
over 10 times the size of Wisconsin, so we are talk-
ing about 5% of the State of Alaska.

Congress has designated the southern part
to be a refuge with no drilling to be allowed. The
middle portion to be retained as a “wilderness,” and
the northern portion which is about 200 miles north
of the Arctic Circle consisting of 1.5 million acres,
or 8% of the total was designated for “oil and gas.”
This area was called 10-2 or 1002.

Extensive geologic measuring was done in
the 1980’s and determined that reserves of at least a
billion barrels existed. However, oil was in the $20
per barrel range at that time, and the remote location
would make it difficult and expensive to extract.

Congress then restricted area 1002 to only
2,000 acres (3 sq. miles) and in 1995 President
Clinton made all drilling in ANWR off limits, even
though it could easily produce over one million bar-
rels of oil a day.

Since the 1980°s extensive drilling devel-
opments have been made. Today, a drill can go ver-
tically for several thousand feet, and then be turned
horizontally and go for another long distance, mak-
ing it possible to reach areas formerly impossible in
complete safety with a single drilling rig.

How rational is the decision to NOT drill
in ANWR? Not very! It’s flat and desolate. No
hills or forest. It’s not even a animal reserve. Better
yet, the area that was formerly allowed for drilling,
2,000 acres, is actually smaller than Austin Straubel
airport here in Green Bay. In other words, preserv-
ing an area equal to the size of our local airport in
an area equal to half the state of Wisconsin is block-
ing development of a very badly needed resource to
give us time to develop alternate energy sources for
the future

If this were Wisconsin, would it make a
difference? Logic and understanding are definitely
lacking in this important decision in our present and
future energy needs. Rich Carlstedt - BCTA
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June Meeting Notes.

Hobart Administrator Addresses BCTA.

Monthly Brown County Taxpayers Assn. meeting held
June 19, 2008 at Titletown Brewing.

Elaine Willman, Hobart Village Administrator, ad-
dressed the June BCTA meeting. She earned a Master of Public
Administration (MPA) degree from California State University,
and is working on her PhD in Public Policy. An expert in fed-
eral Indian policy, she has more than 20 years of experience in
community and economic development. She has addressed
many nationally known organizations, including the Cato Institute.

Ms. Willman explained that she is of direct Cherokee
ancestry and her husband is of Shoshone ancestry. Before com-
ing to Hobart, she lived on the Yakama Indian Reservation in the
state of Washington for 15 years. While she greatly respects her
own ancestry and all cultures, she believes sincerely that all citi-
zens have a duty to preserve and protect their constitutional and
civil rights, and their property rights from inappropriate govern-
ment decisions, whether those decisions result from the federal
government, a state, county or tribal government. She empha-
sized that government decision-making is a very separate issue
from respect for culture.

The situation facing the Village of Hobart is not un-
usual on the national scene, she explained. With federal subsi-
dies for housing, transportation, and law enforcement, the tribes
with casinos can direct large amounts of casino profits to land
purchases and other investments. The Oneida Tribe of Indians
has an annual budget of $527 million, while the Village of
Hobart has an annual budget of only $3.7 million.

The Oneida Tribe of Indians now owns 32 percent of
the village’s taxable property. Presently, 11 percent of the land
in the village has been placed into federal trust and removed
from the tax rolls. The remaining 21 percent owned by the tribe
has been packaged for placement into federal trust. Removing
this land from the Hobart property tax base will be crippling to
the village. Ms. Willman explained that tribal government is
federally recognized for the sole purpose and duty to govern its
land and its enrolled members. The Village of Hobart is a full
municipality with rights of representative government. It has the
full duty for roads and law enforcement within the village.

Ms. Willman is the author of Going To Pieces...The Dis-
mantling of the United States of America, resulting from a 6,000
mile road trip Ms. Willman took with a videographer, across 17 In-

dian Reservations from Washington State to New York.
Dave Nelson - Secretary

“The American people will never knowingly adopt Social-
ism. But under the name of ‘Liberalism’ they will adopt
every fragment of the Socialist program, until one day
America will be a Socialist nation, without knowing how it
happened.” . . . Norman Thomas

“I want the people of America to be able to work less for
the government and more for themselves. | want them to
have the rewards of their own industry. His is the chief
meaning of freedom.”

. . . Calvin Coolidge

Crystal Ball.

Matthew Frank, Secretary Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) has good news for you—we are going to take
more mercury out of the air that is being generated by our coal
burning electrical power plants. And, it won’t cost us hardly
anything. The air we breathe and the fish we eat should be
cleaner (well maybe they will be) and it will be very affordable.
Less than a dollar a month. There is only one problem, this isn't
being done anywhere now.

Recently, the DNR Board, an unelected, governor-
appointed board of seven decided unanimously that our coal
burning electric plants must cut their current mercury emissions
by 90% over the next seven years. Electric power plants nation-
ally are already cutting their mercury emissions by 80% from 75
tons nationally to 15 tons. (EPA website link) The last ounce of
mercury is the most expensive to reduce. This is the law of di-
minishing returns (if you don't believe in the law of supply and
demand, you won't believe in this, either.)

U.S. power plants, overall, are responsible for about 1
percent of current global mercury emissions

And our DNR board would make it 1/10th of 10%. And it
will only cost a buck a month. Secretary Frank must be using his
crystal ball again. Because there is NO existing technology to
accomplish these desires at this time.

Because of prevailing winds, Wisconsin ratepayers
(electricity users) will be paying to clean up Michigan and New
York. These new strict mercury controls will not benefit Wis-
consinites. Well, we can feel good about ourselves because we
are doing something. Somehow. Feeling good is a benefit.

At a time when our economy is weak, energy costs are
rising and our food costs are growing faster than we can afford.
Now is not the time to impose additional costs on the backs of
electric users. At a time when there are pay cuts in the air, peo-
ple are losing their jobs, this unelected board has moved for-
ward with a decision that could double our electric bills over the
next five to ten years without inflation or increased costs.

What we need now is NOT additional regulation.
NOT additional expenses. We need a time-out because our
economy has to catch up.

Protecting our environment is important. Heating our
homes, turning on the air conditioning, getting to and from work
(and an occasional trip to grandma’s house) today is more im-
portant than some new incremental gains that we can’t realize
for years to come. There needs to be a balance. There needs to
be a return on investment. Only prosperous growing societies
can afford to protect the environment.

With a price is no object attitude our prosperity is en-
dangered. Our state and country must remain prosperous. Only
then will we be able to continue our respect of our environment.

The environmental extremists want to load us up with
ever increasing regulations. This will at some point reduce us to
a third world lifestyle. I think they want some other country to
lead the world. The Chinese understand the relationship be-
tween economic growth and better living standards for all and
the need to fuel this growth with an energy growth policy. I

wish our national leaders understood this.
Rep. Frank G. Lasee
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July Meeting Notes.

Update on Green Bay Schools.

Monthly BCTA meeting conducted July 17, 2008 at the Titletown
Brewing Co.

Jim Steineke, candidate for the 5th Assembly District seat, which
covers parts of Outagamie County and also parts of Brown County as far as
Green Bay. He spoke about himself and his reasons for running for the As-
sembly. He began by outlining his experience. He is presently serving as
Chairman of the Town of Vandenbroek and also serves as an Outagamie
County Supervisor. Jim is the regional manager for an investment company.
Formerly a mentor for developmentally disabled adults, Jim, along with his
wife, is developing a mentoring program to serve disadvantaged youth in
local elementary schools.

Mr. Steineke stated that he is very concerned about the future of our
state, with major employers leaving the state and reducing their workforces in
the state. General Motors is closing its Janesville plant and Kimberly-Clark
is reducing its operations. He sees little effort coming from the state to retain
existing businesses and attract new businesses to Wisconsin. Our infrastruc-
ture is in bad shape and huge amounts of money are being siphoned from the
state Transportation Fund to pay for non-transportation items.

The combination of high taxes and regulations has made it difficult
for Wisconsin businesses to compete. Citing Iowa as a model for improving
government efficiency, Jim explained that the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources applied lean manufacturing techniques to its permitting processes.
The drastically shortened permitting times make Iowa much more attractive
to businesses that are searching for places to invest in new facilities.

Making tough decisions as Chairman of the Town of Vandenbroek
has given Jim experience separating necessary items from nice-to-have items
in the town budget to stay within levy limits. From this experience, he would
like to see levy limits apply to the state government, too. Instead of taxing
more, he believes the state government needs to spend less.

Rich Carlstedt gave an update on the Green Bay School District’s
Enrollment Task Force. A final report is planned for September. There are
seven proposals on the table. Accurate population projections are crucial to
projections of future enrollment numbers. Rich believes that the key driver
for long-term enrollment projections is job growth, not housing starts.

Rich also gave a report on Fund 80, the Community Service Fund,
which can cover all non-curricular costs. It was established by the Legisla-
ture for all school districts. It is up to local school boards to tax for Fund 80.
It has been used by southern Wisconsin school districts. Fund 80 is difficult
to audit. The Green Bay School Board passed the concept last year. This
year, the Community Service Fund levy was $1.5 million. Next year, $1.9
million is expected, including $1.1 million for 10 school liaison officers.

The Green Bay School District’s Emeritus Program was discussed.
It pays retiring teachers one-third of their final year’s salary for each of the
three years after they retire. To collect, the teachers must work a limited
number of hours each year on tasks directed by the administration. Cur-
rently, 188 retired teachers are reported to be participating in the program.
Originally, the purpose of the program was to replace senior teachers at the
top of the pay scale with less costly new teachers at beginning wages. This
seems to be in total conflict with the School Board’s recent action to increase
starting salaries by 14 percent. Now, the Emeritus Program appears to have
evolved into a retirement perquisite.

The next Brown County Taxpayers Association meeting will be
Thursday, August 21, at Titletown Brewing. Details on the last page of this
Tax Times. Dave Nelson - Secretary

Net Property Tax Levies Up
5.7% in 2008

Increase Is Largest Since 2005

Net property taxes in Wisconsin rose 5.7% in
2008, the largest increase since 2005, the year before
the recent levy limits on municipalities and counties
were imposed. A new report from the Wisconsin Tax-
payers Alliance (WISTAX) found that while gross
property taxes climbed 6.2%, state lawmakers increased
the school levy credit $79.3 million to $672.4 million to
lessen the impact on property taxpayers. According to
the new study, school levies rose the most, 7.4%. With
the recent state budget delayed until October 2007,
school aids were unchanged from 2006-07. Since
school property taxes are tied to state aids through
state-imposed revenue limits, the budget delay resulted
in higher school property taxes. County and munici-
pal levy increases were limited by state lawmakers to
the greater of 3.86% or the increase in property values
due to new construction. There were exceptions to the
limits, particularly for new debt service. The WISTAX
report noted that, with a slowing real estate market,
statewide net new construction growth was 2.5%. How-
ever, municipal property taxes climbed 5.0%, and
county levies were up 4.5%.

Among the three types of municipalities, mu-
nicipal-purpose property tax levies in cities (5.3%)
grew fastest, followed by villages (4.6%) and towns
(4.2%). The report noted that the state’s two largest
municipalities had above-average increases: Milwaukee
was up 9.0%, while Madison’s municipal levy climbed
6.9%. The largest county increases were in Eau Claire
(19.2%), Polk (13.5%), Door (12.4%), and Pierce
(12.3%) counties.

"The new report noted that state fi-
nancial assistance to local governments can be of some
help in reducing property taxes, but research has shown
this often to be temporary. Wisconsin ranked eighth in
state transfers to local governments, yet also had the
ninth-highest property taxes. Large aid increases tem-
porarily reduce property taxes, although there is evi-
dence that some of the aid is used for new spending.
Unless local aids are continually increased, their effect
on property taxes diminishes over time.

Complete 2008 municipal tax levy information can be
obtained at www.wistax.org in the "Facts and Figures"
section. A free copy of The Wisconsin Taxpayer report
on Wisconsin’s property taxes is available by contact-
ing WISTAX at 401 North Lawn Ave., Madison, WI
53704-5033; e-mailing wistax @wistax.org; visiting
www.wistax.org; or phoning 608.241.9789.

Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance (WISTAX

“We are apt to be deluded into false security be
into false security by political catch-words, de-

vised to flatter rather than instruct.”. James A. Garfield
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Things That Make Us
Wonder.

The Wis. Dept. of Public In-
struction informs that 6 Green Bay
Schools failed to meet federal progress
standards for 2007-08. Although it was
not specified how really bad the situation
was, we have always taken pride in our
school system and its educational ac-
complishments.

While reports of this nature are
often suggestions that taxpayers should
fork over more money to remedy the
situation, we wonder if the problem is
the schools not teaching or certain stu-
dents not learning. If this is going to
continue giving our schools a bad mark,
perhaps we should focus more attention
to profiling the non-achievers rather than

penalize everyone else.
* * * * *

Residents of Green Bay and
the Fox Valley can remember odors
from paper mills and other industrial
plants. Technology has made this
problem largely a thing of the past.

Now modern technology has
created a new problem. In the rush to
build new ethanol production facilities.
One large plant near Jefferson has been
emitting obnoxious odors since it was
opened. Several meetings between lo-
cal residents and the DNR have yet to
solve the problem. Another plant lo-
cated near Milton, W1 was found to be
out of compliance with their DNR permit
on 178 out of 371 items, including viola-
tion of the Federal Clean Air Act, and
could be fined $10-25,000 each day until
corrected. Good thing they didn’t want

to open a new paper mill.
* * * * *

A report prepared by the Bay
Area Community Council concluded
that 24,982 people, or 10.4% or Brown
Counties population is living in poverty
by definition of family income under
$20,000 annually. It was further esti-
mated that 46% of Green Bay’s public
school enrollment qualify for subsidized
lunches , up from 9.8% in 2000.

While this indicates a burden
for all of us, it would be interesting to
know if the poverty figures include the
elderly trying to maintain their residence,
pay property taxes, and live on Social
Security or limited savings.

* * * * *

Milwaukee County parks have
been the victim of budget cuts for several
years, and now their County Board is
proposing a referendum to add 1% to
the county sales tax for park purposes.
This could set a precedent for other
communities in the state. Will people
accept additional taxes for parks when
their schools, roads, and other basic
core services are all claiming a short-
age of funds? Unfortunately increased
sales taxes look like the salvation of

many state and local budget problems.
* * * * *

Chicago and Cook County
have been taking turns at increasing
sales taxes a “little bit:” at a time until
the total in Chicago was 10.25%, the
highest in the nation. When neighbor-
ing states and counties started adver-
tising their lower taxes, Chicago busi-
ness started putting pressure on offi-
cials due to loss of business. It was
reported that even southern Wisconsin

got some of the action.
* * * * *

While Milwaukee County is
pushing for a sales tax increase to fund
their parks system, the city of Milwaukee
is proposing a $20.00 annual wheel tax
for street maintenance. No doubt other
cities are watching this. By state law pro-
ceeds from a local vehicle fee must be
used for transportation related purposes
but this apparently doesn’t apply to state
government where gas tax and other pro-
ceeds have been sidetracked to other
funds by the governor. .

* * k% Ed

Someone is always taking a
poll trying compare one state with an-
other, and generally the results don't
really prove anything we didn't know.

A recent CNBC poll placed
Wisconsin 37th best for business cli-
mate, indicating room for improvement.
The big surprise in this poll was they
rated the quality of our workforce as
47th. That was always our strong point.

* * * * *

Security at airports keeps be-
coming increasing frustrating and time
consuming for travelers. A recent drug
raid in Green Bay disclosed “stun guns”

disguised as cell phones.
* * * * *

Anyone with investments provid-
ing income for the retirement is keeping a
nervous eye on the stock market. This is
also true of large corporate trusts including
school districts and other governmental
units. Some state school districts have
made investments in risky “collateralized
debt obligations” and are now concerned

the funds may need additional financing.
* * * * *

Politicians keep throwing
stones at “Big Oil” companies for profiteer-
ing on the price of oil and governments
keep trying to find new ways to tax them as
Gov. Doyle tried in the present state
budget. In the meantime investments in il
companies have been popular with gov-
ernment investment accounts including the
Wisconsin State Investment Board which
earned over $200 million in the last four
years from their oil co. investments. You

can't have it both ways.
* * * * *

Does anyone wonder what all of
the FEMA employees who came to Wis-
consin after the recent floods do when

there are no natural disasters to inspect?
* * * * *

The Wisconsin Way is a coali-
tion of spending interests who have
been going about the state holding public
forums they claim are seeking ways to
“lower properly taxes without lowering
our quality of life.”

Sounds nice but considering that
members of the group include the Wiscon-
sin Counties Association, WEAC, and the
Wisconsin Transportation Builders Asso-
ciation perhaps the taxpaying public should
be a little skeptical of their intentions.

* * * * *

While many people are st
scratching their heads over California’s
legalization of gay marriage, the Dane
County Board has another idea.

The Wisconsin State Journal
reported the board is sponsoring a pro-
posal that any business serving the
county would be required to provide
proof they are offering the same benefits
to employees “domestic partners” as
they do to married employees. A regis-
try would be kept of business’s that qual-
ify. In other words, if you want to do
business with Dane County, you have to
offer domestic partners benefits,
whether you get the business or not.
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* * * * *

Despite decreased driving due
to the cost of gasoline, the need for
highway maintenance is building due to
the age of many of our highways. This s
both a national and state problem.

Unfortunately gas tax revenues
also suffer when the amount of gas is
reduced. Then we have calls for a gas
tax moratorium to help consumers. This
would be nice but won't help highways.

At the same time, members of
Congress are calling for a federal gas
tax increase of at least .10 cents a gal-

lon to cover highway repairs.
* * * * *

There have numerous reports
recently of algae and other forms of pol-
lution on Lake Michigan beaches. More
than usual this year along with requests
for studies as to the cause.

Maybe someone should do more
studies as to what happens to all the millions
of gallons of raw sewage that is dumped into
the lake from Milwaukee and other lakeshore
cities every time it rains. Remember this is

also our drinking water supply.
* * * * *

In a related story, officials in
Manistee, MI, on the other side of lake
Michigan, had to close 10 miles of public
beaches because they were covered
with various plastic waste products in-
cluding cups and wristbands from
events held in Wisconsin. Sounds like

someone is not recycling properly
* * * * *

We can agree that it is impor-
tant to pay top personnel well assuming
they do their job well and either make or
save money for their employers as the
case may be.

We were surprised though that
the new Green Bay School Supt., Dr.
Maass will receive a 24% increase in
salary over what his predecessor re-
ceived after 7 years of excellent service.
His announced salary of $184,000 does
not mention health insurance, auto al-
lowance, vacation and retirement benefits
for a total in the $220M range.

Also puzzling is the emeritus
retirement benefit of $153,000 which Dr,
Nerad qualified for. This was a taxpayer
expense, justified by the Board Of Edu-
cation as atoolto encourage older teach-
ers and administrators to retire early and

administrators to retire early in order to
replace them with new employees at a
lower salary. This obviously was not
the case.

We will assume one of the cri-
teria in the selection of the new Supt.
was his experience with preparing a
budget which should be a challenge
this year for a number of reasons in-
cluding the cost of energy for heating
schools and running buses, a huge
salary increase recently approved by
the board for staff, and the fact that siz-
able maintenance projects for several

schools has fallen behind schedule.
* * * * *

Despite a 2 to 1 defeat of the
referendum for a new Green Bay High
School, the Bd. of Education commis-
sioned a survey at taxpayer expense to
find out why. While they may try again,
with a new high school referendum or
one only covering maintenance and
operating costs of existing schools they
will have to establish a definite need for
the project. They should prove pro-
jected cost estimates are accurate and
necessary as well as reasonable for
taxpayers. Some idea of future operat-
ing costs for items like staffing should

also be mentioned.
* * * * *

The phenomenal popularity
of the Packers has created a waiting
list for season tickets which could again
fill Lambeau Field. It has also created
a black market for those with tickets to
sell through scalpers at highly Inflated
prices rather than make them available
to those on the waiting list, plus an op-
portunity for counterfeiters to move in.

However the idea of requiring
a $800 license and operating in a spe-
cific area could cause more problems
than it would solve. The way it sounds,
it would only further legitimizes and
confuse the practice of scalping tickets
and make it more difficult to move up

on the season ticket ladder.
* * * * *

There have numerous re-
ports recently of algae and other forms
of pollution on Lake Michigan beaches.
More than usual this year along with
requests for studies as to the cause.

Maybe someone should do more
studies as to what happens to all the mil-
lions of gallons of raw sewage that is

dumped into the lake from Milwaukee and
other lakeshore cities every time it rains. Re-

member this is also our drinking water supply.
* * * * *

What is the actual population
of Green Bay, and where is it headed?
In the 2000 census it was 102,213 and
rising. A 2003 estimate was 101,467
and in 2005 the estimate was 101,213.A
July WISTAX comparison of state cities
has it as 104,920.

A recent Money Magazine arti-
cle on the 100 best U.S. cities gave the
present population as 100,300. While
we do not agree with all of the reasons
Green Bay was not on the list, a declin-
ing population definitely is not headed in
the right direction.

The question is if the population
is going up or down. Two supposedly
reliable sources have a current differ-
ence of over 4,500 Have that many
more people moved out than moved in,
or are there that many people living here
who are not being counted?

Accurate population counts are
important for purposes of state and federal
aids, school enrollment projections, and
per-capita comparisons to gauge how tax
dollars are being spent. We realize count-
ing people is not an exact science but
sometimes get the impression that even
the Census Bureau uses SWAG technol-
ogy in their projections.

* * * * *

We consider ourselves a com-
passionate nation but Sen. Obama’s an-
nounced plan to provide health care to
everyone including illegal immigrants
should cause concern.

The cost of health care has risen
dramatically in recent years, putting a strain
on employers, individuals and government
units. While we want to see that everyone
has access to quality health care the cost
must be considered. The more that we
legitimize illegal immigration across our
borders by actions like offering health in-
surance, the more problems we are going

to have as a nation.
* * * * *

Tribal interests have been trying
for the last couple of years to get permis-
sion to build a huge casino in the Beloit
area. So far the State and Federal govern-
ments and local citizens have not shown
much enthusiasm.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE i
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Now with the GM plant in Janesville
scheduled to close, applicants are using
that as an excuse to proceed. What do
you think?

* * * * *

The G. I. Bill was a federal
sponsored program providing college
education from a grateful country to serv-
ice men who sacrificed part of their life-
time during WWII and beyond. Many of
our present business and government
leaders benefited from this program.

| do not know what today’s veter-
ans receive, but assume there are ample
provisions in their favor and it is in the Na-
tional budget. To what part is this a state
obligation? However, Gov. Doyle has pro-
posed giving free tuition at state colleges for
service veterans.

The big problem is that tuition at
state schools has been increasing at a
rather fast rate the last few years, and each
time it creates a hardship for more everyday
students. It is estimated that free tuition for
veterans would add at least 5.5% to the cost
for other students. Is this fair?

While this is an appropriate and
proper gesture, it would seem that there are

other effective alternatives available.
* * * * *

Congress and the President
have approved a massive bailout bill in
response to the “home mortgage crisis”
which guarantees low cost loans for those
in trouble.. It will probably take some time
to see if will do any good and what the
ultimate cost will be.

In the meantime, there are all sorts
of proposals for homeowner tax credits, efc.,
from politicians looking for votes.

While the economy in general is
not helping the situation, it still appears we
may be subsidizing some careless loans.
Whenever government money is waved
around, you can be sure that people for
whom it was not intended will figure out a

way to get more that their share.
* * * * *

In i's 20 years of existence, the
Wisconsin Lottery, $8.7 Bilion in tickets
have been sold, with $4.7 Billion, or about
56.8% being in prizes. Another $2.8 Billion
went to “Property tax relief.”

Now lottery officials are suggesting
internet sales of lottery games as other
states already have them. This would take
another constitutional amendment.  Why
don't they just legalize slot machines in bars,

charge them an annual license fee and
give them some or the action? It would-
n't be any worse than now with all of the

casinos we have.
* * * * *

We read that local communi-
ties are making special efforts to assist
new residents and newly eligible citi-
zens eligible to vote. This is good to
hear because if you dont vote you
have to right to complain about your
government.

What is sometimes disturbing
is when political party or special inter-
est targets a class of group of potential
voters only because they will vote in
their favor with disregard to what is best

for the country or state as a whole.
* * * * *

Hopefully the day will come
when all PCB'’s have been removed from
the Fox River and we can sleep in peace.

Now the proposal is to truck
several thousand truckloads of the stuff
from the river across the 172 Bridge,
through DePere to a landfill in Calumet
County.  People in DePere and else-
where are not happy are not happy with
the idea.

Just think how much expensive
gas they could save just by leaving things
alone. Wasn' the original idea to truck it

to a landfill near Detroit?
* * * * *

The recent “Body Worlds”
exhibit at the Milwaukee apparently was a
money maker. This is good because the
museum (and Milwaukee County) have
had financial problems in recent years.

The museum then gave 150 of
its employees cash bonuses averaging
$700 apiece. This was a nice gesture,
but hopefully will not become a precedent
for government units turning a profit split-
ting it up with their employees. Isn't this

the way pirates and gangsters operated?
* * * * *

Homelessnhess in Green Bay
is a problem that is not taking care of it-
self. It is probably not a unique Green
Bay problem either. When you build shel-
ters and provide facilties people will
come; from all over. It seems to be a way
of life. There have been complaints of the
homeless living in abandoned buildings
and other nuisance incidents. What is
most disturbing are reports from schools

claiming students who are homeless. This
indicates we have more than a vagrancy

problem.
* * * * *

A report from the Wisconsin
Taxpayers Alliance claims Wisconsin
spent 8;5% more than the national aver-
age in 2006. This amounted to $10,190
per pupil. The U.S. average was $9,390.
The report further indicates benefits for

Wisconsin teachers were 52.5% higher
* * * * *

Wisconsin is not the only state
with budget problems. We read they are
all having the same problems. Spending
more than their traditional sources of reve-
nue will provide and scratching for new
ideas. They simply do not have the ability
or smarts to live within their means.

California has a $17 Billion short-
fall, and Gov. Schwarzenegger is propos-
ing a plan to borrow against future lottery
proceeds, Isn't that what we do in Wiscon-
sin?  You can win the jackpot but it takes
25 years to collect your prize unless you
setfle for less. Even though the prize
money was wagered and the state took its
cut, it is still in their bank depending on fu-

ture funds to pay you.
* * * * *

When Gov. Doyle signed the
state budget, he stated that we would see
roadwork delays unless more funding was
made available. Apparently this is what is
happening at the intersection of 172 and
41 where thousands of orange barrels are
being continuously being moved from side
to side with little visible highway construction

progress made from day to day.
* * * * %

While “The Wisconsin Way”
travels about the state seeking ways to
fund schools and other government ex-
penses without depending on property tax
revenues, another group calling itself the
“Association for Community-Responsive
Government” or ACRG is making itself
heard. They claim to be an organization of
Wisconsin citizens who support represen-
tative government that fosters thriving
communities.

They would do this by adequately
funding government at all levels secured
through fair taxation and free to raise and
allocate such funds wisely. Their website
www.ACRG.Org further goes on to proclaim
Their opposition to candidates for public
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office who “simple-mindedly” oppose
taxes and such measures as TABOR.

While it is difficult to imagine
any candidate running for public office
on a platform of increasing taxes, this
seems to be exactly what they have in
mind. While the sponsors of this organi-
zation and membership was not listed
on their website, they cite public educa-
tion and teacher compensation at the
top of their lists of items requiring more
public funding so draw your own conclu-
sions. They will probably be a factor in
the coming Legislative elections.

All candidates for office will
likely promise to improve the economy,
Wisconsin’s record of high taxes, and
poor business climate. Ask them what

they are going to do after the election.
* * * * *

The Wisconsin State Journal
reports the first major test for Supt.
Nerad in Madison will be whether to ask
voters for approval to raise property
taxes to cover an $8.2 million shortfall in

their 2009 budget to cover operating costs.
* * * * *

It doesn’t hurt to ask. State
Rep. Donna Seidel (D), has suggested the
state ask Washington for federal aid in the
amount of $650 million to cover our budget
deficit. Now who will the Federal Govt. ask

to cover their deficit?
* * * * *

The Wisconsin Supreme Court
has ruled the Dept. of Revenue must re-
turn about $300 million in sales tax col-
lected on custom software for business
which was determined not subject to tax.

Since county sales taxes apply to
the same items as the state tax. It will
mean that counties who collect the .5% tax
including Brown with the stadium tax will

have to return part of their receipts.
* * * * *

Wisconsin is one of the nations
largest producer of cranberries. The de-
mand has grown in recent years, and pro-
ducers claim they could use an additional
5,000 acres of bogs for planting.

Only problem is the bogs are
classified as wetlands, and the DNR is re-

luctant to give it’'s approval.
* * * * *

Sick leave by State Employees
is a touchy item. While the average state
employee used 65 hours sick pay per year,

Dept. of Correction employees used an
average of 106 hours. One problem is
that taking sick pay often means other
employees have to work overtime. Over-
time pay by state employees cost taxpay-
ers about $65 million last year.

Not being able to work due to
iliness is a popular and often necessary
benefit. Anyone who has employees on

the payroll will assert it is often abused.
* * * * *

On the subject of sick leave
pay, 40,000 employees in Milwaukee filed
a petition to city requesting an ordinance
to make ALL employers in the city to pro-

vide sick leave to their employees.
* * * * *

While the state may have
problems raising taxes, they have no
problem raising fees. One proposal is
to raise the fees for restaurants which
handle raw meat or poultry from $290
to $430 in 2010 and another $110 in
2012. Fees on other industries would
also be sharply increased.

While we can understand ap-
plying fees to the specific industries or
parties which require them, it some-
times seems they are also feeding the
general fund. Every time a fee is es-
tablished or increased the cost of ad-

ministering and collection also goes up.
* * * * *

Finally, thanks to our system
of popularity contest primaries, the
Presidential candidates are campaign-
ing full speed prior to their national
party conventions. The election is still
3 long months away.

Rather than let people make
up their minds based on party philoso-
phies and assessment of the candi-
dates, we have polls deciding for us. It
will not be long before the state legisla-
ture and congressional get underway,
and these promise to be quite conten-
tious this year as both major parties
seek control of complete power of our
state and national governments.

The parties and candidates
retaining the most creative and respon-
sive advertising agencies always
seems to have some advantage. Re-
member it is their job to influence your
vote one way or the other rather than
bore you with facts. They have the
methods and resources to plant false
or misleading items accepted by the

news media.

When you read the polls, see
the ads, read the stories on E-Mail, be
sure to look at the source. Much of what
you see or read comes from special in-
terests with their own agenda. Make
your decision based on your own as-
sessment of the candidate and what he
will do once in office and most important
of all, BE SURE TO VOTE!

As usual, lots of things to wonder

about. Jim Frink

“Things That Make Us Wonder” consists
of thoughts that occur to us, mostly tax-
payer related in some way, from the days
news events. Some are relatively unim-
portant and probably not worth comment-
ing about while others could easily be
expanded to full length feature articles
worthy of further study and action to pro-
tect our interests as taxpayers. We try to
cover a wide variety of subjects in a lim-
ited space and put a different spin on
items from what you read in the papers or
see on TV.  We acknowledge that our
perspective of some issues in this column
may be contrary to that of some our read-
ers. However, one of our purposes is to
encourage debate, as we realize there are
two sides to every question. Comments
are always welcome as well as sugges-
tions for items to include in this section of

the “TAX TIMES.”

Next BCTA Meeting

Thursday, August 21, 2008

Titletown Brewing Co,
12:00 Noon — Details on Back Page
“Come and Join the Conversa-

“The most successful politician is he
who says what people are thinking

most often in the loudest voice.”
. . . Theodore Roosevelt

“A fool and his money are soon
elected.” . . . Will Rogers

“The only difference I've found in
Congress between the Republican
and Democratic leadership is that
one of them is skinning us from the
toes up and the other from the ears
down.”

. . . HueyLong
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BCTA Meeting and Events Schedule - MARK YOUR CALENDARS.

Thursday - August 21,2008, Monthly BCTA Meeting, 12:00 Noon
Titletown Brewing Co., “Frost” Room.
Program, Speaker, Current Events

Thursday - September 18, 2008, Monthly BCTA Meeting, 12:00 Noon
Titletown Brewing Co., “Frost” Room.
Program, Speaker, Current Events

Thursday - October 16, 2008, Monthly BCTA Meeting, 12:00 Noon
Titletown Brewing Co., “Frost” Room.
Program, Speaker, Current Events

Unless otherwise notified, BCTA monthly meetings are held the Third Thursday
of each month, 12:00 Noon, at Titletown Brewing Co., 200 Dousman St.

Meetings are open to the public.
BCTA Members, their guests and other interested parties are cordially invited
to attend and participate in our open discussions.

COST $7.00, Payable at meeting. Includes lunch, tax & tip.
Call Jim Frink — 336-6410 for information or to leave message.

All candidates for public office, and all public officials are
Cordially invited to attend are open meetings and be recognized.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW)/BCTAxpayers.ORG

August, 2008

“’You can’t be for big government,
big taxes, and big bureaucracy and

still be for the little guy”
. . . Ronald Reagan

“People never lie so much as after
a hunt, during a war, or before an
election.” . . . Otto von Bismarck

SUPPORT THE BCTA

New Members are Always

Welcome. Call 336-6410

Write us at P. O. Box 684
or visit our website

www.BCTAxpayers.Org

for Details.
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